Roy Glenn Parks Jr.
March 17, 1934 - June 24, 2020

Roy Glenn Parks Jr., age 86 of Rehoboth Beach, DE, passed away on Wednesday, June
24, 2020 at his home. He was born on St. Patrick's Day, March 17, 1934 in Hopeton, VA,
son of the late Roy G. and Kathleen Parks.
Roy was a proud UVA alumnus, receiving his undergraduate degree from McIntire School
of Commerce in 1956 and his Master's degree from Landscape Architecture in 1976. He
began his career in investment banking and later became majority owner and president of
a landscaping and landscape architecture firm. Roy also owned and operated Virginia’s
first shellfish aquaculture firm. He had environmental concerns throughout his life, despite
being a successful businessman. He would say, “I don’t think there’s a conflict between
strong environmental concerns and good business “.
Roy was a proud humanist, atheist, committed to social justice for all, and liked to say of
his beliefs, “ I stayed on the right side of history “. He was a very active, generous member
of the Unitarian Universalists of Southern Delaware, where he continued to support social
justice for all. On the lighter side, Roy loved all forms of arts and entertainment. He was a
voracious book reader and loved the ocean. Roy and a friend crossed the Atlantic on a
Catamaran they bought just for that journey, and he also traveled extensively to pursue his
avid fly fishing hobby, making friends throughout all his travels. He was “Daddy” to a series
of Vizslas, Hungarian hunting dogs, throughout his adult life. His last fur baby, Tasha,
preceded him in death two years ago. Roy will be sorely missed by many people of all
different stripes, for his candor, intelligence, humor, feistiness, and generosity, but his spirit
will remain with us. May we all carry forward his goal of environmental and social justice
for all.
All services will be private.
Please sign the online guestbook located on the tribute page.

Comments

“

Roy was a gentleman and gentle man. We are so grateful that our paths crossed at
UUSD, and we got to know him as a kind man who never wanted the spotlight for his
generous deeds. We will miss him.
Gwen Johnson & Jane Miller

Gwen Johnson - July 03 at 09:48 PM

“

Roy reminds me of the waters in which he liked to go fly fishing - turbulent and
challenging in spots but serene and gentle overall. Like a subtle stream, he nurtured
those close to him and the broader community with his humble generosity and wit.

Linda Marsden - July 01 at 08:57 AM

“

Uncle RG had so many adventures! He enlivened our gatherings, especially
Thanksgiving, with wit, charm, conviction and wisdom. We will miss him dearly, and
remember him forever with admiration and great love. Kimberly Tyler Oshirak and
Family

KT Oshirak - July 01 at 07:33 AM

“

Roy was my Friend. I was his Friend, We laughed a lot together; sharing stories of
our lives … his were more interesting than mine. I did his grocery and seafood
shopping during his final months. He taught me how to cook his favorite Seafood
recipes. The last meal I cooked for him; He said "A King couldn't have a better meal
than this". I'll miss him. Pam McD from Seniors Helping Seniors

Pam McDaris - June 30 at 09:25 AM

“

Thank you Pam for helping Roy. He looked forward to your time together and your
thoughtful interactions.
Jan Daily - June 30 at 05:36 PM

